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HISTORICAL. 


Sketches of Ecclesiastical History. 


THE following is related by 
Mr. Robinson, in his researches, 
p, 538, as the state of the clergy 
in the days of Luther.—In Ger- 
many and other places, at that 
time, and after. 

Many of the Doctors of the 
Sorbonne declared, and declared 
it by an oath, that though they 
were above fifty years of age, 
yet they had never known what 
a New Testament was. Luther 
never saw a bible ull after he 
was twenty one years of age, and 
had taken a degree inarts. Cor- 
lostadt had been a Doctor of Di- 
vinity eight years before he read 
the scriptures, and yet when he 
stood for a degree in the univer- 
sity at Wittenburg, he obtained an 
honor, and it was entered in the 
university records, that he was 
Sufficientissimus. Pellican could 
not procure one Greek Testa- 
ment in all Germany, the first he 
got was from Italy. The Pea- 
sants all the while paid enormous 
tithes, for which they received 
either nothing at all or a quanti- 
ty of unmeaning or provoking 
words, such as Pope, Cardinal, 
transubstantiation, Canonisation, 
and soon. Itis not to be imag» 


ed that the boors could be igno- 
rant of these abuses, they were 
too well acquainted with them. 
‘There was a monastery, before 





the gate of which stood a very 
old image of Jesus Christ, and 
at the foot of it the rusticks 
used to offer their gifts. The 
monks of another monastery op- 
posite, set up a new image of 
the Virgin Mary, very fine and 
showy. The people fond of 
novelty carried their offerings to 
the latter. The fathers, to whom 
the first belonged, in order to 
recover the good things, put 
two lines under the old image, 
the meaning of whichis; O an- 
cient Jesus, pity onr distress, the new 
Mary geis away all the flax and 
the eggs. Such mean and bare- 
faced beggary was common eve- 
ry where, and the people could 
not help reading such books.— 
The Cannons, too, often several- 
ly scourged them, and we have 
leave from their masters to say, 
they knew Church authority as 
well as a dog knows a whip.— 
When these depressed hearts sigh- 
ed for freedom, the clergy of all 
orders, agreed to reproach them 
for their depravity, and to scan- 
dalize the first of all human 
blessings with the odious name 
of carnal liberty. Let tyrants 
cf every order preach slavery 
from generation to generation, 
we will affirm, that in people ia 
such circumstances,as these were, 
rebellion was a virtue. 


I 
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The following singular Decree was 
made in France, 4. D. 1620. 


I swear and promise before 
God and this holy assembly, that 
I receive, approve, and embrace 
all the doctrine taught and de- 
cided by the national synod of 
Doctors. I swear and promise I 
will persevere in it all my life 
long, and defend it with all my 
power, and never depart from it 
in my sermons, college lectures, 
writings Or conversation, or in 
any other manner puxic or pri- 
vate. I declare also and protest, 
that I reject and condemn the 
doctrine of the Arminians, &c. 
So help me God, as I swear all 
this without equivocation, or 
mental reservation. 

They should, Dr. Jortin re- 
marks, have thus prefaced the 
ordinance; “It seemed good to 
the Holy Ghost and to us to lay 
upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things which fol- 
low” &c. 

Sarah,” says Augustine, “and 
Hagar, are types of the Catholic 
church, and of the heretics — 
When Hagar offends her mise 
tress, this is downright rebellion : 
when Sarah beats Hagar this is 
due correction. So it is with the 
spiritual and the ungodly; they 
are always at variance, always 
bu ffeting and bruising onc aneth- 
er; but the bastinadoes of the 
righteous are sanctified by the 
g ood intention, and by the salu- 
tary effects.” 
rie Ede I} + 2 geggr  ape, — 





at iia — 





Would you then know or peace cr joy, 
Let jove your ficeting hours emp'oy ; 
Whate’er can bless your mortal span, 

Is love of God—and tove of vaan. 

Wircom to gold prefer, for *tis much Jes: 
‘To make your .crtune, than your happiness 
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PRAYER. 


IT is to be feared that few real- 
ize the importance of prayer.— 
Praver is designed to bring the 
heart into a suitable frame to re- 
ceive the promises of God—the 
enjoyments of the gospel, the 
communications of the Holy 
Spirit— to pray promiscuously, 
or without bringing our affec- 
tions to our petitions, or without 
watching unto prayer, is but little 
else than lost time—and we may 
as well resort to the Tartar’s 
praying machine,* as to pray and 
not lay ourselves open to the con- 
victions that the desires in our 
prayers would dictate. Tor ine 
stance should the man pray to 
Ged for the forgiveness of any 
known wrong, and at the same 
time would notforgivehis brother, 
what would his praying avail—-or 
if a man should pray for humili- 
ty, and at the same time cherish 
a haughty, arrogant overbearing 
spirit, the Lord would not hear 
him. ‘Therefore, when we pray, 
ave must notenly feel our need, but 
avillingly comply to the spirit of that 
Grace for which we plead. 

SYLVANUS. 





* Goldsmith gives the follow. 
ing account of the custom of the 
Tartars subject to Russia. “A 
traveller, having cbserved small 
wooden wind-mills with wings fixe 
ed atthe entrance of the huts, 
enquired for what purpose they 
were put there, and was told that 
they were praying machines, on 
which the owner of the hut, cause 
es certain prayers to be written 
by the priest, that they may be 
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turned round by the wind, and 
he thereby be freed from the trou- 
ble of repeating them himself. The 
priests who have likewise a very 
commodious method of expedi- 
ting their prayers, when they 
have a number of petitions to of- 
fer up for the people; they for 
this purpose, make use of a cy- 
lindrical, wooden box, into which 
they throw the written prayers, 
and, having placed it perpendic- 
alarly on a stick, they sit down 
beside it, pull it backward and 
forward with a string, gravely 
smoaking their pipes while per- 
forming the ceremony, for, ac- 
cording to their doctrine, to ren- 
der prayer efficacious, it is ony 
necessary that it be put in mo- 
tion ; and is a maiter of indiffer- 
ence, whether this be done by 
means of the /ips, of a wind-mill, 
or of a Eylindrical box.’ Gold- 


smith’s Geo. p. 93. 
Re RRS AE <TR TEE POI ES 


RELIGIOUS INTEL! IGENCE. 








For the Christian Hera!c, 


| From Elder Millard. 
‘Taunton, Ms, Feb 27>, 732.'. 

Dear Brother,—YFrtvrinc yet 
willing to contribute my share 
for the support of the HEra.p, as 
well as to diffuse such informa- 
tion abroad as may afford com- 
fort and ‘gratification to your 
readers, I deem it duty to com- 
municate the following, which 
should you think proper you may 
publish. 

For more than three years past 
my labours in the gospel had 


been far more limited than my 
anxious soul could have wished, 
on account of my local situation; 
and being convinced that an itin- 
erant ministry is not only a bless- 
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ing to churches, but also for the 
good of preachers, I concluded 
to embark once more in a travel- 
ing capacity. Accordingly after 
aranging my affairs for a six 
months tour, I parted with my 
brethren and home in West 
Bloomfield, N. Y. on the 12th. 
day of October last. My pecu- 
liar sensations of mind at that 
time I shall not attempt to de- 
scribe ! O how great did the work 
appear to my soul! Lord thought 
I «*who are sufficient for these 
things?” but feeling a deep sense 
of duty, as I trust, and relying on 
him who said “lo [am with you 
always,” my mind sunk intoa 
frame of solemn calmness while 
I pursued my journey. 

On my way I spent nine days 
with my relatives and brethrea 
in Ballstown, and was not a little 
comforted to find the disciples 
there,still engaged inZion’s cause. 
Brother Jesse Thompscn’s labours 
in that place, have been much 
blessed of the Lord. I found 
that several humble souls had 
been added to that church s‘ace 
J had last visited them in 1822, 
ard also that several of the old 
saints, who had borne the burden 
and heat of the day, had gone to 
their long rest ; but in death they 
were victorious! Peace to their 
slumbering dust, till the shrill 
resurrection trump shall wake 
them to immortality ! 

In Ballstown, Milton and Mal- 
ta, | preached nine times. At 
the close of our last meeting ia 
Malta, six of the youth came for- 
ward, and gave their hands in 
token of their determination to 
remember their Creator. In that 
place prospects appeared very en- 
couraging. 
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On the fourth of November F 
artived at Esq. Gideon Hicks, 
wn Calais, Vermont, having preach- 
ed in several places by the way. 
By this gentleman I was oblig- 
gly favoured with the use of 
a hoise, for two weeks, mine be- 
ing much worn with a journey 
ot four hundred miles. In Ver- 
mont I spent about four weeks, 
and preached thirty etght ser- 
mons in twelve different towns. 
In several of the meetings I wit- 
nessed God’s solemn power and 
presence. and: humbly trust that 
some fruits of my feeble labours 
there, will be manitest when 
Christ makes up his jewels. 

Passing through the western 
part of New Hampshire, and 
part of Rhode Island, preaching 
by the way, I arrived at this place 
an the eighth of December. Chere 
1 met Elder Obadiah E. Morrill, 
in conformity to our agreement 
several months before, to journey 
together to Virginia. Finding 
no vessel bound directly, to Nor- 
folk, we were obliged to go ina 
packet first to New York. We 
accordingly set sail from Provi- 
dence, R. J. on the 20th of De. 
cember. On board the vessel 
we attended prayers statedly, 
preached once and conversed 
much on the subject of religion, 
I trust to some profit. After a 
boisterous passage, we arrived at 
New York, on the 25th. of De. 
cember. On the next day we 
set sail in a packet bound to Nor- 
folk, Virginia. After 2 lengthy 
unpleasant passage, we reached 
Norfolk, on the $d. of January, 
and crossing over to Gosport, we 
were cordially received at Elder 
Nelson Millar’s, whose house we 
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made our home, during our stay’ 
tn that state. 

Being obligingly furnished’ 
with horses, by Elders Millar and 
Tatem, we travelled about 450 
miles in Virginia and North Care. 
olina, and delivered between fife 
ty and sixty sermons. 

Room would fail me here to 
give you a particular account of 
all our meetings, as our stay was 
short,and our travels so extensive’ 
that in several places we preached: 
but once. Our meetings were 
generally solemn, several of them 
powerful,and congregations large. 
particularly, at roly Neck, in 
Nancemond. county Virginia, the 
Lord’s presence and power were 
felt. Atthe close of the mect- 
ing several in tears came forward, 
and manifested their desire for 
salvation, by kneeling in: front of 
the pulpit for prayers. Also at the 
Republican Chapel, and Wells’ 
Chapel in Isle of Wight county, 
God’s heavenly presence was felt 
by his saints, while sinners wept. 
These meetings I believe will be 
had in lasting remembrance ; ands 
though we did not tarry to see 
the fruits, yet we hope to meet 
souls in glory, who from these 
meetings engaged in God’s ser- 
vice. In Norfolk, we gave two 
discourses and visited the grave 
of Elder John Colby. Here that 
faithful servant of God so well 
known in New England, finished 
his earthly labours and here his 
bones slumber. 

In Virginia the Gospel field is 
large and labourers few. Hun- 
dreds of anxious souls are desir- 
ous to hear a free gospel. With 
Elders Nathaniel P. Tatem, Nel- 
son Millar, Joshua Livsay, John 
Livsay, Burwell Barrett, Mills 
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Barrett and Daniel Whitly of 
Virginia, and Francis Williamson 
_ of North Carolina, we tormed a 
| Foving acquaintance. They are 
men worthy of esteem, and prof- 
itable in the vineyard. Indeed 
such was the nearness formed be- 
tween us and many brethren in 
the south that we found it hard 
parting. 

On the 15th. of February we 
set sail from Norfolk in a schoon- 
er bound to Providence, R. I. 
where we landed safe five days 
after wards, from whence I walk- 
ed to this place. My: health is 
yet good and [ still feel encour- 
aged to travel. extensively and 
spread the fame of my Redeem- 
er. Since the 12th of October 
last I have travelled over 3000 
miles by land and water. O 


Lord still make my way pros-. 


perous. I parted with my dear 
companion in: labour, Elder O. 
FE. Morrill at Providence, R, I. 
onthe 20th. instant. You will 
pecpaniy hear from him before 
ong. 
In Christian fellowship and 
gospel bonds.. I am yours.. 
Davip Mitrarpm 


—<—D> +o 
For the Christian Herald. 
From Nathan. Harding. 


Natuan, a. professed ‘disciple 
of: Jesus, by the will of God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he raised 


from the dead; to the saints and: 


the faithful in- Christ, scattered 
abroad, greeting. . 
Having just returned from 


Canada, and not seeing much ac-. 


count of the times as they have 
been there, for a year. past, it 
seemeth good to me to write.— 
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The first day of the seventh 

month, 1822, [ left home with an. 
expectation of meeting Elders, 
AsaC. Morrison, Allen Huntly, 
and brother William S. E. Ward, 

in Royalton, and in their compa- - 
ny go to Canada, but on arriving: 
at Royalton, I found that the 

Elders had gone on and brother 

W.. 5S. E, Ward, had returned in 

to the region of Camillus, after - 
being detained sometime on ac-. 
count of my health. I pursued: 
my journey, crossed Lake Onta-. 
rio, to Litthe York from there- 
went by land to New Market,. 
where 1 met with: Elder Asa C. 

Morrison and brother Benjamin. 
Tucker, (formerly from New: 
Hampshire,),and found that El.. 
der A. Huntly, had returned to 

the States. In a: few days my 
health being better, brother: B.. 
Tucker and myself-went to North. 
Williamsburg, and appointed a, 
fellowship meeting» among the 
brethren, which meeting brother 
Asa.C. Morrison, andi ourselves 
attended and found there were 
many things out of: place; we: 
therefore appointed’ a Church 
Meeting, in. which there was, I 
think, some good done ; we were 
satisfied that. there had many. 
been rejected which had the life 
of God in them, we then appointe 
ed another church meeting and. 
separated ; brother Asa C. More. 
rison and Benjamin Tucker, went 
to New Market, and I tarried 
with the brethren, in our absence 
from each other may brothers 
were once mobed yet escaped 
without being injured very mae 
terially. I-heard of it, and went 
to them, but on my way, I met 

them coming to see me in com. 
i}: 
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paay with Elder Jeremtah Gates, 
who had just arrived from the 
States. We embraced each oth- 
er once more im love. We went 
to the Lake,attended our previous 
appointed meeting, and truly the 
coming of our aged brother in 
the gospel, was like the coming 
of Titus. In this meeting things 
were tolerably set in order. El- 
der J. Gates, tarried with us some 
time, during which time, brother 
Asa C: Morrison, baptized two ; 
and he,at his frewell,brake bread 
to. the: brethren. O, how pre- 
cious is tlie counsel of the aged ; 
about this time brother B. Tuck- 
er, returned and brother Asa and 
myself were left alone to face the 
storm. It being my lot to be 
with the brethren, and’ brother 
Asa to travel. through different 
towns, It was thought advisa- 
ble for me to take aschool, which: 
I did. : Thus we strove for the 
wellfare of Zion, while many 
foaming waves rolled agatnst us, 
yet through Christ our hope, we 
out rode them all. In the 8th. 
month. brother A’sa returned to 
€amillus, N:. Y: to attend a Gen- 
eral: Meeting there, he was ab- 
sent about one: month during 
which time,I had prayer meetings 
among the brethren and saw a 
tolerable rising in their minds 
and many sinners powerfully. 
wrought upon, sume of whom 
afterwards, I think, found relief: 
In the 9th month, Elder Asa C, 
Morrison, returned; accompanied 
by brother William S. E° Ward, 
and it came to pass about those 
days, that difficulties arose in the 
aburch, Brother Asa and my- 
self laboured; and I think we 


were brought to see the root. 
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of bitterness which had troubled 
the brethren. Nearly a month’s 
time was spent by us to set things 
im order. Often when we met. 
each other, and in secret, while 
seeing things as they were, our. 
hearts were pained. The mourn- 
ing seasons which we had then, will 
not be quickly forgotten, and we 
recerved opposition from the 
quarter from whence we expect 
edhelp. However, things after 
sometime were settled as well as 
the Lord enabled us to do it.— 
About this time, there was a 
church organized in }.ast Will. 
iamsburg, by brother Asa, cone 
sisting of ten and my heart was 
often refreshed on visiting them; 
of this reformation, brother Asa. 
was the instrument. Brother. 
W.S. E. Ward returned to the 
States after being here about 13, 
weeks, I think and seeing some. 
ot the fruit of his labours. 

I again begun to have meete. 
ing» among the brethren, bat not 
with much success: the | 3ih. of ° 
the Sd. month, 1823, I dismisse 
ed my school and settled my af-. 
fairs and en the 23d. bade them. 
farewell. Just as I was going 
to start, I was informed that 6, 
more united with the little band: 
in Eat. Williamsburg. After; 
leaving them, I. arrived. at- Roy- 
alton after and absence of about: 
9 months, during which, time, 1 
have seen much, fatigue, sorrow. 
and mourning and.the cold blasts 
of that. Northern, clime often, 
pierced my thin clething, I have 
been cast dewn yet not destroyed,, 
afflicted and. oppressed yet no& 
overcome. I have had, many 
happy times, finally I can here; 
feel the good spring in my heart,, 


=. 
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and by a view of the world which 
is to come, earth’s sorded chains 
are broken, and my soul desires 
to know nothing but Christ, and 
him crucified. Fare ye well; 
these things are faithful and true. 
Writen from Lock Port, A small 
village.in Royalton and Cambria, 
county of Niagara, by Nathan 
Harding to the Pilgrims and, 
saints scattered abroad. 
rah, of the 5th meuth, 1823p. 


-—<)+Orn. 


For the Chriftian Herald 


Calais, Vt. March 5, 182% 


AGAIN I take my pen with. 
a degree of pleasure, to, write. to 
you my dear brother, and breth-. 
ren and friends, scattered abroad 3. 
may the blessings. of God, rest 
on you all, , 


Dear brother, % ts now: some 
rising a year,since- I wrote to you, 
and having for the most part of: 
the time since, been.inU. Canada, 
I have had no.opportunity of writ. 
ing: | think I can. say-truly that 
a number ia U. Canada, this fall 


and winter past have. found the. 


Lord to be precious. At pres. 
ent the prospect appears to. be 
pleasing, more so than ever [ 
have known it to. be, the atten» 
tion of the people is great; Jarge. 
concourses of people we. have. 
had this fall,and winter; hundreds 
flock out to hear the word.of life;. 
a, large field is open in that region 
for Christian. preachers; and: the. 
people are. candid and:desirous to 
hear: it is. said by the people, there. 
never was such. an attention since 
the country was settled. ‘There 
is but one Christian. preacher in 
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that region, and that is brother 
Asa C. Morrison, whom ! have. 
left alone to face the storm. I 
would to God some one or more 
of my Christian brethren 
might feel upon them to go 
into that region and labour with 
the people. [amon my return 
home to visit my parents and 
friends in L. Canada, I have beew 
absent from them 3 years the 1 3th. 
of this month. [I have held a 
number of meetings on my way 
to this place, and find that the 
Lord is reviving his work,in Roy. 
aston, York state. IT learned, a- 
bout twenty of late have found: 
salvation. The 2Gih day, in the 
evening, I arrived at Sandy Hill, 
and atiended a Conference meets 
ing-of the Presbyterians held in 
the Court House, and was informe. 
ed about one hundred had expe-. 
nienced religion, and. many. mure. 
were then under, conviction.—. 
* Glory to God in the highest; 
and. on earth peace and good will: 
towards men,” is, and is to.be: 
proclaimed through his.Son,. 

I parted with brother Morrie. 
son the 5th of last February. [ 
think. it is probable his parents, 
and friends would be glad to hear- 
from.him. 1 would inform them, 
through the medium of the Here. 
ALD, that he is. welkand: labour-. 
ing in the vineyard of the Lord,. 
he told, me-he thought he should 
not return home before next wine. 
ter; I have been with, him for. 
the most part of the time since. 
lre came into York state and bles-. 
sed' seasons we have enjoyed toe. 
gether. Therefore I believe him, 
to have been called of God to 
preach the gospel: O, may the 


Lord ever be with him: and bless 
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him, that if we meet not agin on 
earth we may meet in heaven no 
more to part. Some may perad- 
venture think I have not given 
much information with regard to 
reformation, I would add,! would 
not stretch. myself: beyond mea- 
sure, we ought to-be very care- 


ful in this. respect not to repre. 


sent things greater than whatthey 
really are. May.the Lord help us 
all to believe right, see right, walk 
right, talk, live, preach, pray, 


sing and do right, through life,. 
that we may have right to the- 
tree of life, and-enter in. through 


the gates into the City.. Finally. 
my dear brethren in Christ Jesus, 
the Lord be with you all. 
to serve with and in the truth.. 

Wa. S. E. Warps. 


—<sS +o. 


For the Christian Herald. 


From Elder Jonathan S§. Thomp-- 


son, to the Editor... 


Beloved Brother,—I would ine. 
form you .that.God has visited. 
Western, and: poured: out the: 


Spirit of his grace in some small 
degree, For some time past,in the 


hearing of. the word there was a: 


goodly attentions But this was 


allthatappeared. Aboutthemonth. 


of July, brother J.. M. Darling, 
came from the East, and his la- 
bours were not altogether in vain 
in the Lord; the Baptist brethren, 


about the Month: of: August re-. 
| quested myself and our brethren. 


to meet them .at their covenant 


meeting: which. was complied, 


with ; after the usual ceremony, 
aman and his wife came forward 


and gave a relation of the deal- 
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ing of God toward them and 
were received in fellowship by 
said church and our Brethren 
gave them feilowship; and the 
vote of said church was, that L 
should baptize the said candi- 
dates, which was performed the 
next day in the midst of a solemn 
and attentive assembly. Since 
that time I have baptized five 
others that joined said church: 
when they were baptized. The’ 
church since that time have vote. 
ed to withdraw from the associas 
tion—have laid aside close’ com. 
munion, and are well engaged. 
Some others have: joined the 
christian church, &c. Our Gene 
eral Meeting in that place was 
holden on Saturday and Sabbath 
the 17th and 18th of January, 
1824. Saturday two Sermons 
were delivered and also two on 
the Sabbath, besides exhortations. 
Brother Haywood, delivered the 
first discourse on Saturday, brothe. 
er D: Marks,delivered the second. 
OnSabbath the first discourse was 
delivered by brother Marks, and 
the last by brother L. Fields. 
The discourses were all good, 
spiritual,. edifying, convincing 
and animating. 

A conference was holden on. 
Monday. morning, that was edifi- 
ing and glorious... On Saturday 
and Sunday, the 31st. of Janua-- 
ry, aud: Ist. of. February, 1824,. 
g was holden: 


in this place. The first discourse - 


was delivered by brother David! 
Marks, the 2d. by: brother Willit 
Stillman, the 3d. Sabbath morn-. 
ing, by brother Jacob M. Darle- 
ing, the 4th. by,brother Lebbeus. 
Fields, the 5th. by brother Da-- 
vid Marks. This meeting was sols. 
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emn and the brethren in the min- 
istry, were well engaged it came 
to a close after exhortation and 


prayer. 
Vernon, February 26, 1824. 


-— > +o 
For the Christian Herald: 


Extract of a Letter from Elder 
John L. Peavey, to the Editor, 
dated Milan, N. Y. Dutchess 
Co. February, 4th. 1824. 


Beloved Brother,—Tue Lord 
is still prospering our way in this 
section of the vineyard. As is 
generally the case after a reforma- 
tion, we have experienced some- 
thing of a low time, yet through 
the tender mercy of God, the 
greater part of our brethren have 
braved the boisterous waves of 
tribulation with manly fortitude ; 
and amid the gloom of darkness 
have not appeared in the least 
discouraged, but in faith have 
prayed and wished for the day. 
But very few (indeed the fewest 
that I ever knew in such a num. 
ber) have slacked their hand and 
in their hearts- turned back into 
¥egypt. 

For several months past the 
attention of the people in gener- 
al, to the things of eternal im- 
portance has seemed to be excit- 
ed and is still increasing. In 
answer to the prayers of many 
who have been crying to the 
Lord for a revival; we are favour. 
ed with the appearance of a cloud 
of the bigness of a man’s hand 
and the sound of rain.. Within 


a few days past we have been 
blessed with a few mercy drops. 
Several have been brought to re- 
joice in the Saviour, several new 
cases of conviction for sin and 
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desire for regeneration have been. 
discovered, and truly we have 
the pleasing prospect of a pre- 
cious reformation and work of 
God. We hope soon to witness 
an ingathering of souls to the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, but the 
event. we would leave m the 
hands of him who knoweth best 
and doeth all things welk.- 

We are in want of faithful, 
spirittal and patient labourers in 
the great harvest in this part of 
the vineyard. I am the only 
oné of the Christian preachers 10 
this, region, of about fifty miles 


square except once in a great 


while some improvement in the 
south extremety, by Sister Rob- 
erts. O that the Lord would 
send some one to help. I can- 
not supply though travelling all 
the time, more than one quarter 
of the calls for free preaching.— 
In sentiments of love, yours im 
Christ Jesus, 


2+o— 


From the Religious Informer, 


Copy of a letter from Elder Arthur 


Caverno, to the Editor. 


Dear Broruer.—-Since I wrote 
to you last, concerning the late 
revival of religion in these re- 
gions, the work has been progress- 
ing until nearly forty, 1 trust, 
have become sharers of God's 
converting grace. We, as other 
brethren in times of reformation, 
have had some opposition from 
the * world, flesh, and the devil,” 
but our outward opposition is 
smail, when compared to what 
thousands have experienced.— 
Many more appear to be under 
serious impressions, inquiring 
the way towards mount Zion. 
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A singular circumstance trans- 
pired yesterday in a meeting that 


I attended in this town, which 


excited ne small degree of pub- 
lic attention. 

At the close of singing the 
second Hymn on the commence- 
ment of the meeting, a middle 
aged man, one whose counte- 
nance bespoke the solemnities of 
eternity as well as the anguish of 
his own heart, asked the brethren 
to pray for him; at the same in- 
stant, bursting into a flood oftears, 
fell upon his knees, and begun 
to cfy to the Lord to have mer- 
cy upon his soul. Prayers were 
offered to the Lord by the breth- 
rex on this man’s behalf, and 
‘soon he appeared to find some 
degree of peace to his mind.— 
As he rose upon his feet, turning 
himself round so as to face the 
congregation, he began to ad- 
dress the people to this ameunt : 

“© My friends, what a wretched 
man I have been. Yesterday, 
(Saturday, ) as some of you know, 
I became much intoxicated with 
ardent spirits, and not only yes- 
terday, but other times also.— 
After returning home” added he 
and going to bed, on falling 
asleep, I dreamed that I died and 
went te hell, the view of which 
so alarmed me that I was rous- 
ed from sleep. 

I found that the effect of the 
liquor was subsided, and on re- 
flection it appeared that I was 
doomed for that dreadful place. 
Starting from my bed and hasti- 
ly putting on my clothes, I found 
my pocket-book was gone.”— 
(The contents cf which, he said 
amounted to nearly all he pos. 
sessed. ) 


“J thought” said he 








Christian ITerald. 





VOL, Vs 


“1 would go in search of that 
On my way to the place where 
I found my pocket-book, I saw 
ina field which I was passing by, 
a large mass of flaming fire,which 
appeared like the horrible piace 
that I discovered m my dream! 
while something whispered that 
soon I must have my portion 
there.” Here he made a solemn 
pause, being so much affected 
that he could scarcely utter his 
thoughts. And you may well 
suppose that many of the cone 
gregation were in tears on hear- 
ing such a remarkable relation 
as this. Without describing the 
sensation or feelings produced 
at this alarming sight, he observ. 
ed, “O ! what bad examples have 
I set before my children, I took 
recourse to intoxication, thinking 
by this to drown my treubles, 
but I find my efforts ineffectual, 
and I new feel resolved to break 
off my sins and serve the Lord.” 

Alas! what contradictory 
methods many men fursue to 
rid themselves of trouble, some 
by taking to intoxication, some 
to chanting at the sound of the 
viol, and hustling at the card 
table, some by ranging the world 
beth by sea and land, and even 
some by puttiag and end to 
their existence. 

How many ways and by how 
many means God calls the sons 
of men to repent of their sins and 
accept of offered mercy, some- 
times he calls by death, some- 
times by his heralds whom he 
has commissioned from on, high 
to preach the everlasting gospel, 
and other means both by judg- 
ments and mercies; and indeed 


how hard will the task of the 
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wicked be to wade through so 
many warnings and invitations, 
to go down to ruin at last. This 
man had formerly professed re- 
ligion, but by disobedience and 
neglect of duty he got into dark- 
ness and brought sorrow and 
trouble upon himself; and took 
recourse to this wretched evil, as 
he confessed himself, to drown 
grief But God, who sent his 
angel to alarm Balaam of his 
danger, and he who spoke from 
Heaven to stop a Saul of Tarsus 
in his mad and wild career, un- 
doubtedly alarmed this man, even 
in quite a similar way, to save 
his sowl from death, and let him 
know that there was a God that 
takes cognizance of the actions of 
men. Oh that men would con- 
sider that soon, unless they re- 
pent, they will meet an offended 
God that will judge with righ- 
teous judgment, and if their 
names are not written in the 
book cf life, they will unavoida- 
bly have their part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death. 


—< +o 
For the Christian Herald. 


“ Dittle children love one another.” 


Tuese are said to be the words 
of the beloved disciple John, af- 
ter he had returned from the 
Isle of Patmos, and when he be- 
came old and infirm, and could 
say but little else. This was his 
constant sermon, when he was 
able to meet with his brethren. 
He was asked why he always 
preached one sermen ; his answer 
was, * this is all that is needed.” 

There is much contained in this 
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short sentence. It contains the 
evidence of discipleship. “ By 
this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love 
one for another.” It contains 
the foundation of all that social 
happiness,that should at all times 
exist among the followers of 
Christ. This spirit of true love, 
should be cherished in every 
heart, for wherever it is nourish. 
ed, it disposes the heart to those 
virtues, which are productive of 
the greatest happiness, it melio- 
rates the mind and makes it suc. 
septible of those heavenly bless- 
ing which comes from him who 
is a God of love, it renders the 
heart impregnable to a diversity 
of evils, and turns its current in- 
to streams of diffusive goodness, 
and enervates its courage to over- 
come the world. Ina word it 
results in the happiest conse- 
quences with reference te the life 
that now is and that which is te 
come. 

This principle, seems to held 
a conspicuous place in the char- 
acter of the beloved disciple 
John, whose words we have quot- 
ed above. Itis said of him, that 
he exposed his life to a merciless 
band of robers, in one of the 
mountains of Asia,torecover their 
captain, who was a traitor from 
Chiist’s fold. He succeeded 
by his exhortations and his pray- 
ers in reclaiming the wretch, and 
bringing him again tothe church, 
to society and to ugefrlness.— 
He no doubt was inspired with 
that truth that greater love hath 
no man than this, that Christ 
should lay down his life for his 
enemies, 

If this spirit of love and care 
should actuate all our exertions 
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to restore the wanderer, how few 
comparatively would be left to 
perish cn the dark mountains of 
rebellion ; for although, many 
can withstand the admonitions 
of reproach and censure, yet but 
few, but what must fall before 
the powerful force of persuasive 
affection and love. 

Tattle chtidren love net in word 
and in tongue but in deed and in 
truth, love not only when others 
love,but when other’s love grows 
cold, that by your fervency that 
heavenly emotion may again be 
enkinded in their hearts. “Laté/e 
thildren love one another.” 

SYLVANUS. 


~o+o— 
From Zion’s Herald. 


THE PRAYING CHILDREN, 


I napa son, who was once 
the pride of my heart, and whom 
I fondly thought would be the 
solace of my declining years.— 
But he has for some time been 
addicted to the beastly habit of 
intemperance, with its trains of 
evils, had well nigh brought my 
grey hairs with serrow to the 
grave. 

About two months ago, his 
children, (of whom he has five.) 
were reading inthe Herald an 
account of a revival of religion 
written by Lewis Bates, I 
think, in which he observed that 
lisping infants, as well as grey- 
headed sinners, were converted 
to God. One of the children 
asked its poor mother whether 
they should be converted. She 
told them all, that Jesus was 
once himself a child, and that 
when he became a man he took 
little children in his arms and 
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blessed them ; and that he is now 
in Heaven, and hears children 
when they pray, and answers 
and blesses them. ‘ Thenj? said 
one of the children, “we will 
pray Jesus to convert Fathe:,and 
make him steady, so that he may 
pray with us, and work and get 
bread and clothes for us,as grand- 
pa does.” Accordingly, early 
next morning they began to pray; 
when in the midst of their exer- 
cises, their wretched father a- 
woke from his fit of intexication, 
and heard his little innocents 
praying most earnestly to Jesus, 
that he would convert his soul 
and make him a good Father; 
so that he might not come home 
so wicked as he did last night, 
and beat their mother and thenr 
so badly. 

Their words went like daggers 
to his heart, and he cried out in 
the bitterness of his soul, “ Jesus 
have mercy on me—God be 
merciful to me, the vilest of sin- 
ners.” He immediately forsook 
his evil practices, set about the 
werk of reformation in earnest, 
and is now an humble, penitent, 
pray';g soul. And [ can say, 
as did one of my name of old; 
“ Now O Lord, lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion.” 


—39 + Oo 


Defin ‘tion of Orthodoxy. 


A theological student being 
asked the difference between or- 
thodoxy and heterodoxy, shyewde 
ly replied; “Orthordoxy is my 
doy, and heterodoxy is your 
doxy.”” Plain Truth, 




















INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 
Related by the Captain of a Dawen- 


port Guineaman. 


THE bosom of the ocean was 
‘extremely tranquil, and the heat, 
which was intolerable, had made 
tts so languid, that almost a gen- 
eral wish overcome us, on the 
approach of the evening, to bathe 
in the waters of Congo—howev- 
er, myself and Johnson were de- 
terred from it, from the appre- 
hhension of sharks, many of which 
sve had observed in the progress 
of our voyage, and these enor- 
mously large. At length,Camp. 
bell alone, who had been making 
too free with his liquor case, was 
wbstinately bent on going ever- 


board—and although we used J 


every means in eur power to per- 
suade him to the contrary, dash- 
ed into the watery element, and 
dhad swam some distance from 
the vessel, when we on the deck, 
discovered an alligator making 
towards him from beliind a rock 
that stood a short distance from 
the shore. His escape I now 
considered impossible, his de- 
struction inevitable, and I appli- 
ed to Johnson how we should 
act, who like myself, affirmed 
the impossibility to save him, and 
instaatly seized upon a loaded 
carbine to shoot the poor fellow 
_hbefore he fell into the jaws of the 
‘monster. I did not, however, 
consent to this, but waited with 
horror, the tragedy we anticipate 
ed—yet willing to do all in my 
power, I ordered the boat to be 
» hoisted, and we fired two shot at 
' the approaching alligator, but 
whithout effect, for they glided 
ever his scaly covering like hail- 
2 


Christian Herald. 





1? 


stones on a tiled pent-house, and 
the progress of the creature was 
by no means impeded. The re- 
port of the piece and the noise of 
the blacks from the sloop soon 
made Campbell acquainted with 
his danger—he saw the creature 
making for him, and with all the 
strength and skill he was master 
of, made for the shore. And 
now the moment arrived in which 
a scene was exhibited beyond 
the power of my humble pen 
perfectly to describe. On ap- 
proaching within a very short 
distance of some canes and shrubs 
that covered the bank, while 
closely pursued by the alligator, 
a fierce and ferocious tiger sprung 
towards him, at the instant the 
jaws of his first enemy were ex- 
tended to devour him. At this 
awful moment Campbell was 
preserved. The eager tiger by 
overleaping him, encountered 
the gripe of the amphibious mon- 
ster. 

A conflict then ensued—the 
water was coloured with the 
blood of the tiger, whose efforts 
to tear the scaly covering of the 
alligater were unavailing, while 
the latter had also the advantage 
of keeping his adversary under 
water, by which the victory was 
presently obtained, for the tiger’s 
death was now effected. They 
both sunk to the bottom, and we 
saw no more of the alligator.— 
Campbell was recovered, and ine 
stantly conveyed on board; he 
spoke not while in the boat, 
though his danger had complete- 
ly sobered him: but the moment 
he leaped on the deck, fell on his 
knees and returned thanks to the 
Providence who had so protected 
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him, and what is most singular, 
from that moment to the time I 
am writing, has never been seen 
the least intoxieated, nor has 
been heard to utter a single oath. 
If ever there was a perfectly re- 
formed being in the universe, 
Campbell is the man. 


—39+o— 


For the Christian Herald. 


Crambery Creck, N. Y. March 17th, 1824. 


Dear Brother,—1T seemeth 
good unto me to write a few 
lines for the perusal of our friends 
and brethren scattered abroad be- 
lieving the news of the conver. 
sion of one sinner, will cause joy 
to the saints as it doth to the an- 
gels in heaven, the good news 
irom Portsmouth, is truly to me 
like cool water to a thirsty soul, 
since I wrote last we have had 
a few instances of conversion in 
this place, and three have gone 
forward in Baptism ; our meet- 
ings are full and attentive.— 
There has been a good revival in 
Broadalbin, the winter past. Sis- 
ter Ann Rexford, has laboured 
there with success. Brother Ca- 
pron, has Baptized there at sev- 
eral different times, I do not 
know the exact number. The 
brethren and friends are now 
preparing to build a Meeting: 
house in that town this season, I 
have been a three weeks tour to 
Vermont, last January, in which 
journey I attended 13 meetings, 
one of them was a communion 
season in Ballston, anda glorious 
Lime; the company is large and 
weli engaged there. I found 


my relatives generally well and 
saw some that were first called 
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Christians in Woodstock, and 
some that were born again with 
me yet alive. Brother Hazen, 
preaches to them regularly, [ 
had some good meetings there. 
There is a good work begun 
in Concord, Saratoga county, 
under the labour of brother Ca. 
pron, he began to preach there 
last autumn, and has continued 
to visit them once a month. I 
have been down to see them a 
few times, and the last time I was 
there, learned that it was expect- 
ed about twenty would unite to. 
gether and be called Christians. 
Brother P. Davis’ visit from Vt. 
was well received through 
this vicinity and will not be lost. 
Thine in the bond of love. | 
Jaspez Kina. 


CSD ES er 
MASSACHUSETTS CHRISTIAN CON 
FERENCE. 





THE following is the form of 
a constitution proposed to be 
adopted by the  JAfassachusetts 
Christian Conference, at their ane 
nual meeting in June next. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article, 1. The Fraternity 
shall be called the Christian Con- 
ference, and individual members 
of the body, Christians. 


Art. 2. It shall never be call- 
ed by any other name or be de- 
signated by the particular tenets 
of any man or sect of men. 


Art. 5. Jesus Curist is the 
only head,—zEvievers in him 
the on/y members,—-and the serrr- 
TurREs the only rule of the Con- 
ference. 

Art. 4. In mental matters, 
each member shall enjoy his own 
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sentiments and freely discuss any 
subject ; but in practice, a strict 
conformity to the precepts of 
Christ is required. 


Art. 5. Every distinct church 
belonging to this Conference, 
shall have the same power of ad- 
mitting its members, electing its 
officers, and, in case of mal-cone 
duct, of impeaching them. 


Art. 6. Delegates from the 
different churches, shall meet 
from time to time, at an appoint- 
ed place, to consult the welfare 
and advancement of the general 
interest. 


Art. 7. It shall be the duty. 


of every Church, belonging to 
this Conference, to represent 
themselves at all such meetings, 
either by letter or by messenger, 
and any church neglecting or re- 
fusing to represent themselves, 
three years in succession, with- 
Out assigning any reasonable ex- 
cuse, may be dropped out of the 
Minutes. 


Art. 8. Churches becoming 
members of this Conference (af- 
ter the constitution shall have 
been adopted) shall be entitled 
to the same privileges, and sub- 


ject to the same regulations, as 


other churches belonging to this 
Conference. 


Art. 9. The delegates, when 
they meet in Conference, shall 
proceed to choose a PRESIDENT, 
to preside in said meeting ; and 
a SCRIBE to make record of their 
deliberations. 


ABNER JONES, 
Harvey Suriincs, $ Commit- 
Simon Clovucna, hee. 


Boston, March 4th, 1824. 


If thou seekest for her as. silver, and 


searchest for her as hid treasures 
Prov. il. 4. 


Nothing valuablecan be obtained 
by human beings, but by industry 
and application. My son, says 
the wise man, if thou wilt receive 
my words,and hidemy command. 
ments with thee, so that thou in- 
cline thine heart unto wisdom, 
and apply thy heart to undestand- 
ing;yea, if thou criest after knowl. 
edge and liftest up thy voice for 
understanding ; if thou seekest 
her as silver, and searchest for 
her as for hid treasures—then 
shalt thou understand the fear of 
the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of the Most High. 

Only let people be as earnest to 
seek wisdom knowledge and true 
religion, as those are who dig in 
mines and caves to find silver, 
gold and pearls ; and they never 
need fear losing their time and 
pains. “In the Brazils, slaves 
are employed to scrape up the 
soil from the bed of the river Rio 
Janeiro, and wash it carefully, 
in order to find particles of gold 
and diamonds ; and itis the law 
of the state, that he who finds a 
diamond of so many carots, shall 
have his freedom. This causes 
the greatest ardor and diligence 
in searching, washing out the 
soil, picking, &c. to find such di- 
amonds ; and the greatest anxie- 
ty for success, So precious is 
liberty to the human heart. 

“This species of searching for 
gold and precious stones is allud- 


_ed to in Prov. iii. 13,15, In this 


way if we seek for wisdom,knowl- 
edge, and under standing, we 
shall find the pearl of great 
price recommended by the Sa- 
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viour,and thereby attain to the en- 
joyment of the liberty of the chil- 
dren of God.”—Zion’s Herald. 


-— oto 


Emtract from the experience of a 
young man under divine impressions. 


“AT last” says he “when I 
had lest all hope, these words 
were deeply impressed on my 
mind; “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” Icried out man agony, 
What is believing ? What is real 
scriptural faith ? Lord‘ teach me! 
1 know nothing} I can do noth. 
ing! If theu save me not, I per- 
ish! It was then brought to my 
mind, cast alf thy care upon him. 
I cried Lord, the burden of my 
sin is. all my care, and may f 
cast it upon thee? Wilt thou re- 
ceive such a sinner? I know 
thou art able to save me, and 
thy blood is sufficient to atone. 
But art thou indeed willing? Ft 
¢ame into my heart, only believe. 
I felt a rising hope, and cried I 
will; but my sins stared me in 
the fae, and I thought, O, it is 
impossible.” My sins have been 
so secret, so complicated. It 
¢ame to me again; only believe. 
I thought it cannot be now. I 
must repent more, be more in 
earnest. It is impossible he 
should be so merciful to forgive 
all my sins now. It was applied 
a third time—only believe. I said, 
Lord, help: me to believe, and 
‘cast my soul upon thy free mer. 
cy! Let me know that I am in- 
deed born of thee ; that I do be. 
lieve to the saving of my soul.— 
I have nothing to plead:; but Je- 
SUS Came to save sinners, even 
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the lost. Iam lost ! Thou hast 
said, Come unto me, all ye that 
are weary and are heavy laden, 
and I will give yow rest. fam 
weary and i 1eavy laden—I come; 
therefore the promise is for me. 
«“ While I was thus pleading, I 
was enabled to venture my soul 
upon the Redeemer, with an as- 
sured confidence in his promises: 
Then I was happy indeed. His 
love was shed abroad in my 
heart, and these precious words 
were applied—Ae that loveth, is 
born of God. Now, if I had a 
thousand souls, I could have trus« 
ed him with them al). _ I found: 
areal change in my heart. [ 
was a new creature.—Herald. 


74a 
For tlie Chaistian Herald. 


Extract of a letter from Joseph Baix 
ley, to the Editor, dated Pomfret, 
Chataugua county, N. Y.. March 
1444. 1824. 


I wourp inform my friends 
and brethres, through the medi-- 
um of the Herald, that I am still 
alive; and endeavouring to pub+ 
lish a free gospel,to my fellow 
men. 

In September last FE took a 
yourny into Canada, in compa- 
ny with Elder John Blodget, Asa 
C.. Morrison and two brethren. 
We attended a General Meeting, 
near the village of New-market, 
about thirty miles north of York, 
where Elder Morrison, had been 
labouring for the year past, with 
some-success ‘The meeting wa& 
truly refreshing to the persecuted 
saints in that region: and some 
sinners appeared to be convinced 


of the: necessity of being born 
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again. Elder Blodget and the 
two brethren returned in a few 
days to the States; but I felt it 
to be my duty to tarry a few 
weeks with brother Morrison.— 
We held meetings almost every 
day, during my stay in that re- 
gion, many flock’d to hear the 
word, and we had the satisfaction 
of seeing somé stout hearted sin- 
ners bow and heard them plead 
for mercy in the Name of Jesus. 
A few had found peace in believ- 
ing, when [I left there. Feeling 
my mind at liberty to return 
home, I left my beloved brother 
Morrison in tears, and by the 
good hand of the Lord was pre- 
served through the dangers of 
the way, and returned safe to the 
embraces of my family: I have 
since received a letter from broth- 
er Morrison, stating that a few 
more had found the Lord, and 
the prospect was still good in 
that region. 

Since my return home, I have 
been preaching in this and the 
adjoining towns; and have rea- 
son to praise God that my labour 
has not been altogether in vain 
in the Lord. We have experi- 
enced a little revival in the south 
part of this town, and the north 
part of the town of Stockton; 
where a few have been hopefully 
converted te the Lord. I have 
baptized eight. More I think 
will come forward soon, and the 
prospect is still encouraging, 


— oto 


Those who put off repentance 
to another day, have a day more 
to repent of aad a day less to re- 
pent in. 

*2 
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THE HARMONY SOCIETY. 


Our readers may recollect 
that in the 7th No. of Vol. 1, we 
gave an account of the Harmony 


Society, this society was then lo- . 


cated in Butler Co. Penn. It 
has since been removed to the 


Wabash, as the following account | 


from the Christian Reg. of May 


last will show; from which we: 


learn the following particulars. 


In the Journal of a gentleman 
who travelled through eur Wes- 
tern country, in the summer and 
autumn of the last year, an ace 
count is given of a flourishing 
body of Christians, denominated 
the Harmony Society, situated 
in Indiana, on the Wabash, about 
one hundred miles from its 
mouth. 

The founder of this society is 
Mr. Rapp, a native of Germany, 
who is now about seventy years 
of age. He is a seceder from 
the Lutheran church. He and 


his followers after suffering much 


persecution, and many privations 
in their native country, on ac 
count of their religious faith, de- 
termined to emigrate to this 
country ; and in 1803 Mr. Rapp, 
with from 300 to 400 of this so- 
ciety, embarked for the United 
States. They arrived safely, and 
commenced a settlement which 
they called Pharmony, in Butler 
co. Penn. about 25 miles from 
Pittsburg. In 1815 by natural 
increase, and the additions made 
to their number by new emigrants 
from Germany, their number 
amounted to about 150 families, 
cr 800 souls, Thinking they 
might be still more advantage- 
ously situated, they sold their 
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establishment in 1815, for 100, 
000 dolls. From this place they 
removed to their present situa- 
tion on the Wabash, 55 miles 
from Vincennes, 24 from Albion, 
137 from Louisville, and, as 
mentioned above, 100 miles from 
the mouth of the Wabash. 

This people now own a whole 
township of six miles square, 
and an island of about 2000 acres 
of the best land. The settlement 
is situated about halfa mile from 
the river. It is laid out in reg- 
ular streets of from 60 to 80 feet 
in width, intersecting each other 
at right angles. 

A large brick church 155 by 
125 feet, is now building, and 
nearly completed. They have 
also a large school house, in 
which two masters are constantly 
employed. 

They hold their property in 
common, and are rapidly increas- 
ing in wealth. All their goods 
and groceries are kept in one 
public store, and all their grain 
and other products in public gra- 
naries, or storehouses. Their 
mechanical establishments are 
also public, and under particular 
superintendants. The mechan- 
ical and farming business is un- 
der the general superintending 
care of elder Rapp and his son. 
The title deeds to property are 
made in the name of Mr. Rapp 
and his associates. Mr. Rapp 
has no particular control over 
the property, but is only regard. 
ed as a patriarch, or necessary 
head of the association, in whem 
confidence ought to be placed. 

The following extract will show 
something of the spirit of the as- 
sociation, 
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As religion, in its primitive 
simplicity, is prescribed as the 
basis of this institution, the ac- 
quisition of riches is no further 
inculeated and encouraged, than 
as they will subserve the necessa- 
ry purposes of lite and business. 
And believing its existence and 
stability to rest on this founda- 
tion, they mean to obey its in- 
junctions. They say that, to 
attempt to sustain it by coercion 
of any kind, would cause it to 
crumble to pieces at once. They 
disclaim all connexion with any 
civil or religious society whatev- 
er. ‘They declare and maintain 
a perfect equality in the enjoy- 
ment of rights and property, and 
renounce all participations in t 
concerns of others. 

a. 2 @ O “Ste 

There is no law, or adminis- 
tration of law, among them. If 
any feuds or quarrels occur 
among them,they are to be settled 
among themselves without the 
intervention of a third party.— 
They are so much governed by 
the precepts and example of their 
head and founder, said to be de- 
rived from scripture, that they 
have little else to do than to obey 
his injunctions. 

What the particular religious 
belief of these people is we are 
not informed. ‘Though they 
consider no partiular sacredness 
attached to the sabbath, yet the 
day is set apart by them for de- 
voiion. They have two public 


services on the sabbath, one com- 
mencing at nine o’clock, A. M. 
and the other at about three, 
P.M. The service is conducted 
by Mr. Rapp, and is commenced 
by singing. This is followed by 
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a discourse, and the discourse by 
prayer, without rising ; and the 
whole is concluded by singing. — 
We intend giving some further 
account of this remarkable peo- 


pie on some future occasion. 
SCE EAEREEBO TION es * hit: CUTE CORAL SE 


PORTSMOUTH, APRIL 8, 1824. 
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A FEW REMARKS. 


RELIGION is a theme that 
is calculated to arouse the lethar- 
gic soul to activity, to awaken 
the careless and imdifferent, to 
thoughts more sublime than can 
those romantic flights of imayin- 
ation, where the mind only floats 
on the surface of terrestial ob- 
jects, or have their origin and 
end in speculation. 

Pure religion imbues the mind 
with a sense of our dependence 
on God, and our obligation to 
serve him. It fastens conviction 
on our minds, of the necessity of 
adhering to those social virtues, 
which makes friends agreeable, 
and brethren dwell in unity. It 
not only comforts under present 
distress but promises and gives 
hope of a rest in heaven. Pure 
religion is the bread of God to 
the soul. It diffuses spiritual} life. 
It opens the gate of heaven to 
every believer—he enters the 
sacred way, and holds comunioa 
with his God. 

A general attention to religion 
inof the greatest impoitance, and 
does not fail to produce the most 
lively interest in the mind when 
once convinced that the attention 
proceeds from principles of 
purity. But «his conviction is 
too apt to be circumscribed with. 
in the confined limits of preju- 
dice, and when thts is the case, 


epposition is frequently the re- 
sult; and nothing is more come 
mon where reformation is spread» 
ing than to hear that opposition 
keeps pace with it. Many op- 
pose from evil motives, and many 
ftom wrong impressions, judging 
from external appearances, per- 
haps from some unhappy circum-s 
stances attending a revival, or 
from the circumstances that some 
fall away, or being prevented 
from an opinion of their own by 
the influence of individuals, or 
possibly the opinions of those 
who are revived do not accord 
with theirs, and therefore they 
are considered as unorthodax or 
heretical ; whereas a little troub- 


le to examine into the subject 


without prejudice, might satisfy 
with regard to the genuineness 
of the work, and if in any in- 
stance a seeming revival would 
not bear investigation, but’ it 
should be found that mercenary 
motives were its prompters, or 
some favorite opinion of man’s 
wisdom, the moving principle, 
thera it should be placed on the 
list with those bad prejudices, 
and counted as nothing,but should 
not militate against a_ true 
revival, 

A revival of religion may be 
with more propriety termed a 
revival to religion. For religion 
remains the same, and those rules 
that constitute it are unalterable 
in requirements and reward.— 
The truth which Jesus came to 
declare has the same influence a8 
often as believed, as when first 
believed, and when _ believed 
makes free. 

The religion of Jesus does not 
consist of opinion barely, but # 
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does consist in obedience to 
Christ. There may bea turning 
to different opinions and nota 
turning to God. 

The many accounts we receive 
of the spread of the gospel and 
the conversion of souls is most 
refreshing. Let such as have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in him being rooted and 
grounded and built up in him. 

We are always happy to pro- 
mote the cause so far as our influ- 
ence extends in publishing ac- 
counts from our brethren who 
are engaged in the glorious work 
of turning men “ from sin to ho- 
liness, and from the power of 
satan unto God”—whenever 
they see fit to furnish such ac- 
counts. 

We would take this opportu. 
nity of making an expression of 
grateful feeling to those who 
have assisted our undertakmgs 
by their spiritual communication, 
and hope thatby their continuance 
and our pnitedexertion,the present 
vol. of the Herald which is now 
commenced,will be rendered prof- 
itable to those who do us the fa- 
your to patronize the work.—£d. 


DAVID MILLARD. 


In this number, we give some 
account of the late extensive trav- 
els of Elder David Millard, of 
West Bloomfield, N.Y. Within 
a few months he has visited many 
churches in different states, in 
company with Elder O. E. Mor- 
rell. Preached often, and seen 
much of the glory of God. A- 


mong the many places, he has 
paid us a visit in Portsmouth, and 
his coming wasin due time,— 
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He entered feelingly into the sit. 
uation of the people, and admin. 
istered those consolations of the 
gospel whichwerea comfort to the 
weak, instruction and encour. 
agement to the “weary and heavy 
ladened” ‘and for the upbuilding 
of those who were strong in the 
Lord. The good wishes and 
prayers of his brethren in this 
place prove the hearty reception 
he met with; and may the re. 
peated expression ef mutual 
friendship of his brethren and the 
good will of him that dwelt in 
the bush, be as incentives to dili- 
gence in his future exertions to 
benefit mankind. 


TRUE MESSIAH IN CHRPESTIAN 
LIGHT. 


THIS is a valuable and high- 
ly esteemed work, published, by 
Elder Davip Mitvarp, of West 
Bloomfield, N. Y. This work 
is received and read with much 
interest by a great portion of 
cur brethren, and it is recom. 
mended as comprising a concise 
and luminous view of the subject 
on which it treats. From a re- 
view of this work, published in 
the Christian Register, we ex- 
tract the following. 

“The True ifessiah in Scripture 
light, is an enlargement of that 
useful work, The 7rve Messiah 
exalted, it contains the substanee 
of that publication, and incorpo- 
rated with it, a reply to the sev- 
eral answers which have been 
written to it, . 

The first chapter treats of the 
unity of God, showing the doce 
trine of the trinity to be unscrip- 
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tural and unreasonable, and tra- 
cing it through the history of the 
church to a human origin. 

The second chapter treats on 
the Sonship of Christ, and is intend- 
ed to show that he is the son of 
Ged, properly and iiterally, by 
being not created of God, but de- 
rived from him. 

The third chapter contains an 
examination into the scripture 
language respecting the titles, 
works, and honors of Jesus Christ. 

The fourth chapter shows, by 
applying the Trinitarian’s mode 
ef reasoning to other subjects, 
that itis wholly fallacious and 
unsound ; since it would equally 
prove Moses te have been the 
one true God, and is stronger in 
support of the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation, than in that of the 
trinity.” 

The Register closes its review 
‘by observing that with the excep- 
tion of its personalities and polem- 
ic tartness it is one of the best trea- 
tises for popular distribution 
with which we are acquainted. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 








SPLENDOUR OF CRTHODOXY IN 
PRUE FOURTH CENTURY. 


IN the fourth century, those 
applauses which had formerly 
been confined to theatres or the 
forum, were permitted in the 
christian church. The preacher 
was frequently interrupted by 
the cry of * Orthodox, Orthodox,” 
and clapping of the hands and 
feet. Chrysostom was applauded 
m the great church at Constanti- 
nople, by the people’s waving 
their plumes, their handkerchiefs, 
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and their garments ; and by otli- 
ers’s laying their hands on their 
swords, and exclaiming Thou ar? 
worthy of the priesthood |—Grego- 
ry’s Christian Church, p. 51. 


— oto 


ANECDOTE. 


THE celebrated Mr. Robertson 
was preaching at his meeting- 
house in Cambridge; while he 
was delivering his discourse, sevs 
eral sailers came into the house 
to interrupt him. One of them 
came up to the pulpit door, and 
endeavoured to disturb him, by 
all the different shapes that he 
could put his face in. Mr. Robe 
ertson took no notice of him for 
some time; but continued te 
preach closely to his hearers.— 
At last he addressed those who 
had long set under his ministry, 
apparently to no profit, and, said 
he, my hearers I am almost upcn 
the point to conclude that your day 
is over, yea (said he); | have more 
hopes of this grinning foel, who. 
now stands by me, than many 
of you, who appear to behave 
with decency. This so struck 
the poor fellow, that he went im- 
mediately down the stairs, and 
with his companions left the 
house, and troubled him no more. 


—<s+ Oo 


LAND CF NOD. 


Explanation of Gen. iv. 16, 
“Tt is the same word which is 
rendered in the twelfih and four. 
teenth verses, a vagabond. Why 
our translators, in the two form. 
er veises, give the meaning, or 
import of the word, and in the 
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sixteenth verse the letters of it 
merely, is not easily comprehen- 
sible, Let it be translated 
throughout, the sense is perfect- 
ly clear, and all ground of idle 
enquiry taken away. In the 
twelfth verse, God denounces 
the punishment, Thou shalt not 
die but be Nod, a vagabond in the 
earth. Inthe fourteenth verse, 
Cain recognizes the justice of his 
sentence, and bewails it ; * I shall 
be Nod a vagabond in the earth.” 
And in the sixteenth, Moses gives 
us the histery of its being put in 
execution, “he went out from 
the presence of the Lord and 
dwelt in the land of Ned,” a 
vagabond flying trom place to, 
place, skulking in corners, shun- 
_ ning the haunts of men, pursued 
incessantly by the remorseful 
pangs, and tormenting apprehen- 
sions of an ill conscience.”— 
Adunter’s Sac. Biog. 


-_+o— 


How io ensure happiness. 


Sigismund, Emperor of Ger- 
many, being one day asked what 
was the surest method of remain- 
ing happy in this world, replied, 
Only do in health what you have 


promised to do when you were 
sick, 
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ORDINATION. 


At walpole, N. H. on the i8th 
of February, Brothers James Hud- 
son and Jacob B. Burnham, were 
ordained to the work of the min- 
wstry by fasting, prayer, and the 
laying on of the hands of Elders 
Elias Cobb, Moses Tewksbus 
and John Smith, 
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MARRIED. 


In Crambery Creek N. Y. on 
the 26th of December last, by. 
Elder Jabez King, Elder Jesse 
Tuompson, of Ballstown, N. Y. 
to Marian Gitpart, daughter 
of Judge Gilbert, of the form- 
er place. 


RR ARAKRARRERKSE 
OBITUARY. 


For the Christian Herald. 


DIED in Portland 26 of Feb- 
ruary last, Fanny Hott, aged 32 
years ; she for many years, adorns 
ed a christian profession; with a 
well ordered life and godly con- 
versation ; and with joy she finish- 
ed her course according to the 
will of God, and passed in the 
triumphs of faith from a world 
of sin and sufferings (after a long 
and lingering consumption) in- 
to that glorious rest which is 
prepared for all them that love 
him; leaving to mourn her loss, 
aged parents, brother, sisters and 
a large number of friends. 


KEKE 


For the Christian Herald. 


DIED in Chatham, Colum. 
bia county. N. Y. on the 2d. day 
of December, 1823, Miss Aman- 
da Gillett, daughter of Joel and 
Phebe Gillett, aged 19 years 8 
months and 5 days. Her funer- 
al was attended on the 4th, by a 
large, attentive concourse of peo- 
ple. A discourse was delivered 
on the solemn occasion from 
Genesis xliti. 14. This amiable 
and virtuous youth, had profess- 

d faith in Christ sonte more than 
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three years, and was a member 
of the Methodist society in said, 
town. Theterm of her illness 
was two years and two days; 
which she bore with patience and 
fortitude asa Christian. Through 
this lingering sickness often ex- 
pressed her anxiety for the well- 
fare and salvation of her friends ; 
and especially her father’s fami- 
ly, of which she remarked, if her 
dying could be the means of 
their soul’s salvation, would will- 
ingly die; (adding) it would be 
a little heaven on earth, &c. 
—About the last of my con- 
versation with her; before she 
expired, she said, she was almost 
impatient to wait her departure. 
The anxiety manifested for those 
on the one hand, and the unlim- 
ited, love towards all Christians 


on the other, were striking evi- 


dences of her acceptance with 
God. Three weeks and two 
days before-her desolution she 
requested the family attention, 
and when gratified; got out of 
bed, kneeling by its side, and 
earnestly prayed to the Lord for 
all, for the last time, vocally ; to 
the astonishment of those who 
heard. By her acquaintance she 
was beloved through life, and 
lamented in death. She has left 
her kind friends to mourn only 
far her company a few trouble- 
some days on earth. We are 
happy to assent, we believe 
though dead, she yet speaketh. 
Her repeated request and fervent 
prayers, are had in remembrance. 


. With praise to God, and honor 


to his cause, it can justly be said; 
the earnest intreaties have not 
been in vain. Especially to her 
honored Jather,who on the morn 
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ing of the commencement of the 
present year, cbserved he had 
lived to see 59 new year morn- 
ings, and had never prayed in 
his family.—But now was de- 
termined to attempt it, and live 
a new life, yea to the glory of the 
Lord. O thatfathers and moth- 
ers too, would take warning, and 
ne longer restrain prayers. 
Now is the lovely shadow fled, 
The bleoming wonder of her years ; 


So soon inshrin’d among the dead, 
She justly claims our pious tears. 


Friends and physicians usd their power, 
This mortal body for to save ; 

Yet in the resurrection hour, 
She'll rise immortal] from the grave. 


E. H. Peavey. 


Chatham, March 15, i8z4 


SORE SO ERERENN Eo LE 
APPOINTMENTS. 








GENERAL MEETING. 

The next N. H. General Ana. 
Conference and Gen. Meeting is 
appointed to be holden at Boi- 
cawen, at Weflterly Meeting 
Houle, on the 2d. Wednefday 
and Fhurfday in June next. 





MASSACHUSETTS CONFERENCE. 


The Massachusetts Christian 
Conference will meet in the East 
Meeting-house in Swanzey, Mass 
onthe 2d Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in June next. 

BenjJAMIN TAYLOR. 





The Vermont Annual Confer- 
ence and General Meeting of the 
Christian Brethren will com- 
mence at Woodstock, on the 2d 
Saturday of June next. Public 
exercise to commence at. l 
o’clock, P. M. Jasrer Hazen. 
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BATH, H. M. 
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Air. By whom was David taught, To aim the dreadful blow, When he Goliath fought, And laid the Gittite low. 
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No sword ner spear the stripling took, Put chose a pebble, 
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No sword, nor spear the striplin; EEE But chose a he le from the brook. 
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eee nor spear the stripling took,But chose a pebble from the brook. Bat chose, XC. 
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Nod sw ‘ord, nor spear the stripling Et wut chose a pebble from the brook, Put chose a pebble from the brook, 
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